
Filter words 
If you want to bring your reader closer to your manuscript, here’s a list of words to remove 
from your writing.  
 
Example: 
Not like this... 
I watched Carina slip into the taxi and disappear into the fog. 
Like this... 
Carina slipped into the taxi and disappeared into the fog. 
 
Not like this... 
I wondered what time John would get home. 
Like this... 
What time would John get home? 
 
 

watched 

saw 

see 

heard 

sounded 

noticed 

thought 

realize 

felt 

notice 

think 

know 

knew 

assumed 

remember 

looked 

wondered 

seem 

pondered 

understood

 
 
 
 


